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1. In early February 1951, a construction worker employed at the Altenvurg (35
51/K 27) airfield said that expansion was erurleted at the I'i-1d on 20 lo-
verher 1950, Dauunion Jena (¥ 5Y/J3 66) Firm hac the contract “or the work:
and ergloyed 200 to 300 laborers at the fisld, The ruminy, 080 mete: s vide »
was extended to a total length of 2,000 moters. The field wzs occupiod hy
apprc-timately 30 to 32 twin-enpine sircraft which wore parked in i e open.
Fa..chute jumping was practiced fror these nlanes. The laborerc » V.0 wore
no lornger needed at the field wore allegedly scheduled to transfer to the
Lrfurt—indersleben (** 51/J 26) airfield for constructincn vork therc., Tre
sir s7i:i ¢ personnel had allegedly arrived in Fefurt-Dindersleben. (1)

2, From L to €:30 p.m. on 28 January, lecal flring mas rracticnd by twineanpine
transorts at the i 1d, The cloud Vase was about LCO m-tere, During the fly-
ing activity a Ffilare path and a landing cross were svituhsd on. # sz2arche

1liykt was in opera:ion when the planes approached the field, The airfield 25X1B
25X1B wae £4ill occuried b three squadrons of transports. P
with a trailer loaded 1 ith aireraft
crates, were seen at the field. (2)

3. A civilian laborser employed at tre field said that the person.el at the field
had ircreased b aprroximately LOO reeruits since Janiary 1951, On 19 January
160 '?* were ohserved marchirg in oo erours from tovn to the fiecld., Seventy
recruits weari. g different servics colors arrived at 7:30 p.m, on 24 Janu-
ary by express train coming from the direction of Leipzig (N 52/% 21),

Some of ther vore pilot insipnia on their enaulets, The soldie-s we-o not
arped, but carried their duffle bapc. #n officer who lod the soldiers rep rt-
ed the un’t to an air force major who was accompanied ¥y an YVD officer, C..
tre morning of 28 Januery, two grours of about 80 men, apparently recruit.,
marched fron toin to the airfield. Yifty vercent of the soldiers wors rede
bordered black eraulets and t“e other half blue service color. Each soldier
carried a duffle bag on his shoulder, (3) '

L. Between 3 arnd 12 February, the field was still occupied by sbout 30 twine
enrine trensports parked on ihe eastern edre of the landing field. (2)
There was no I'lying. In early January,vhea the landing field and runway
were raclked with snow, no clesring work was conducted.

Araree #s Change tn Class
CONF IDENTIAL ] Daced

il

Swibe: Ra 70.2 ;
i - Barg "
Approved For Release 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDPSi -08&%7&067&8&%5—2 . Byl __".4___..




»

25X1A

; .

5.

A trellis mast about 18 meters hish was recently mrected in the nerthoastern
extension of the runway about 35 meters from the worthernmost house in the
Leinawald settlement, and about 150 meters laterall; frorm the extenced midcle
line of the runway extension. ihe mast was braced at the top and in twe
middle, No buildings were lecated near the mast.

4 coustruction foreman sajd thal one of the two large hanrars wss to be
converted. The hanpar, now L6 x 72 meters, was o be gartiticued in the
middle by a wall, Cne half of the hanrar was to e used for recreational
purposes,; vhile the former workshop rooms were to become dzy rooms. The
other half was to be converted into a large kitchen and mess .- transient
LIroops.

25X1B

25X1X

25X1B

The field was only aprroached via the new highway from Klausa (I 51/K 37).

Between 10 a.rn. and 3 p.m. on 18 Felruary, 29 twin-engine aircraft of the
same tyre previously observed were parked at ithe disperssl area on the
eastern edge of the field. (2) The hanfrars were closed. There was no fly=-
ing althourh the weather was clear. lo nersonnel were se=n on the field
except for three patrols. The status of the field was unchmred.

Detween 23 and 25 February, 3l twin-engine aircrait were parked in two rows
on the eastern edpe of the airfield, (2) The Soviet star was painted on the
uprer.section of the ruddsr asserblies nnl heneath the star were two-digit
mimbers. The nurbers 1, 17; 18, 2L, and 36 were obsarved on five ~lanas,
There were cyrillic letters in front of the numbers which could net “e
Identified,

11.

12.

& fracment of a letter ws fornd in the woods wast of the airfield. The
letter wvios rddressed to Dammut Pyotr Mykitovich of SN 5B

Information ortainad from a resident of Hobitz (I 51/¥ 27) included:

a. [any nev soldiers, rosily lVongols, allegedly arrived szt tte ficld by
truck eon L and § Petruary. (3) They were restricted to quarters. &
colonel w s the commander of the (iuld. Two ofitcers? kitchens and
six EM kitchens with messes allesadly existed at the field.

b, #irht jet firhters arriv-4d in Paditz (¥ 51/K 37) on 17 Febriary. the air-
craft, fuselspes and wings, were hauld to the Fisld on Tlatbed trailers.
‘o date, no jet Tighters have “cen oige ved at the field. (6)

c. At neon on 19 February, varach:te jurns were rade from 17 twin-enpine

aireraft staticned at the £i-1d. About 12 to 15 soldisrs alleredly
jusped from each pline. Some of t'e saldicrs had two rzracutes,
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13. # sign resding "This road is passa‘le o ly as far as the cut-off to "ilchwitz
(¥ 51/¥ 37)" was obaerved or'the road leading from Nuensa (3 51/% 37) across
the airfield. There wus a guarded barrier on the sare rosd further erst Just
before the officers' houses. # field roth, recently macsdamized and leoadi:g
from Vilchwitz to the enst, was apparently to serve as a by-pass road. The
@mmmhrmdtoﬂmfmh*mnfﬂmKhmmjwtwmtM‘wasmmMquwe
spur track. :

. The old south secti - n of the runway is covered with asphalt and is atout 800
to 1,000 reters long. The new section is covered with concrete amd is aprroximate-
1y 600 to 800 metevs long. The runway is ahout 70 to BO reters wide. Loeal
residents said that the rumvay was to be extended by 600 to 800 meters to vhe
northeast. (7) I'reliminars work for the censtruction had allegedly been done
by constructien verkers of Panunfon-Soutt Firm vho wére transforred to Erfurt
around Hoverber 1950, (1) A hut, with a mast ard a #ind sock, was sern in tve
extension of t' e ranway .
15, irht seri~undersround containers and three containers on cencrote rases vere
seen in the luel durn at the side of the spur track. The crntainsrs were filled
from three railroad tark cars on 2l Felruary. On 25 Faruary, tvo tank trucks
were filled in the fuel dump and then moved to the aircraft to refuel them. (8)

25X1A
Ccl_m:ents s
(1) ha infcormaticn on the construction corpleted is correct. hn scheduled construction

‘u the Erfurt-cindersleben airfield wne sreviously reported by other sources.,
It hzs not been known that the work force scheduled for constructicn at tie
srfurt-Pinderaleten airlield was rreviously emyrloyed at Altenburs,

(2) Tve airfield js occupied by an air trans.ort regiment equipped with LI-2s.

(3) The information from two sources thaw soldiers arrived at the fielad is received
for t'e first time, The tyne of personnel is unknown, but it is believed that
trhe soldiers belong to ermy ard air force units. It is corsiderad ;ossible
that- ti 2 rersonsel were transferrod to Altenburg either for varachute training
or for the crganizaticn of a new air force unit.

(L) The rotor vehicle nurbers belons to the air transport re:irent.

25X1B (5) revorted for the Iirst tirme, is believed to belong tc an a‘': {orce
unit. )

(6) The arrival of jet aircraft is reperted for the first time. This information
is possible since another source roported in paragrap” 2 that aireraft crates
arrived at the field, Tberefore, it is rossible that a Jjet ajreraft unit ray
be Ly Lerred to Altenburg or that such a anit way “e organized therg. In
this con =etion an ~lerent of t'n Fround unit vhich s assirned to t'e fiprtar
rerirent stati-ned in Crandenburg-Briest is reportedly to be transferrnd to
Altenburg.

(7) The alleged extensinn f t' e rurwiay has not been confirmed by other senrcos.

(8) The capacitr of t'e fuel dum has net been deterrined.
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